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On February 5, 2011 the New START treaty on reductions of U.S. and 
Russian strategic nuclear weapons entered into force. Nine months lat-
er, the future of nuclear arms control is still uncertain. Washington and 
Moscow seem to be weighing their options. The Obama administration 
has pledged to work towards the goal of a world free of nuclear wea-
pons, yet both countries continue to modernize their nuclear arsenals. At 
the same time, NATO is debating the right mix of nuclear and conven-

tional weapons in its future defense posture. 
Against this background the talk by Steven Pifer will explore what follows the New START 

Treaty, in particular questions such as further reductions in U.S. and Russian strategic forces 
and bringing non-strategic nuclear weapons into the process.  The presentation will touch on 
related issues, including NATO's deterrence and defense posture review, missile defense 
and the possibility of expanding the nuclear arms reduction process to include third coun-
tries.  
 
Steven Pifer is director of the Arms Control Initiative at the Brookings Institution in Washing-
ton and a leading expert on nuclear arms control. He has held a range of senior positions in 
and out of government. A former ambassador to Ukraine, Pifer’s career as a Foreign Service 
officer centered on Europe, the former Soviet Union and arms control. In addition to 
Kyiv, Pifer had postings in London, Moscow, Geneva and Warsaw, as well as on the National 
Security Council. Recently, he published "NATO, Nuclear Weapons, and Arms Control." 
Brookings. Washington, D.C. (Arms Control Series, Paper 7) and "The Next Round: The 
United States and Nuclear Arms Reductions After New Start." Brookings. Washington, D.C. 
(Arms Control Series, Paper 4). 
 
Vortrag und Diskussion werden auf Englisch stattfinden. 
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